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Nursing News Archived Mews

Jacki Witt wins National Cherokee Inspired Comfort Award

Video Clip: Kansas City, Mo.. September 28, 2006 — \When Jacki Witt isn't teaching nursing to students at
the University of Missour — Kansas City, she can usually be found volunteering atthe Helen Gragn Adult
Clinic. The clinic is a division of Operation Breakthrough, a childcars and early education center that seres
children whose families live in poverty. Itwas Witt's nerseverance that helped to create for parents the same
healthcare opportunities that their children have through Operation Breakthrough. Farthis, she has received
the prestinious Cherokee Inspired Comfort Avward. Witt is one of only 11 honorees nationwide in 2008,

The award is granted annually by Cherokee Uniforms — a leading designer and manufacturer of healthcare
apparel —to recognize nurges and other non-physician healtheare professionals who dermonstrate
exceptional service, sactifice and innovation and have & positive impact on others' lives.

"JackiWittis dedicated to putting the needs of others befare her awn. The volunteering she does outside of
herwark is inspiring to all healthcare professionals, especially to those she is teaching in the classroom.
Cherokee Uniforms is proud to honor her with this sward," commented Wendell Mobley, who directs the
national aweard for Chergkes.

Wit weorked for vears alongside Sister Berta Sailor, co-director of Operation Breakthroudh, to achieve her
ooal of making healthcare sevices available for parents . \Witt saw her countless volunteer hours pay off
when the Helen Gragg Adult Clinic opened its doaors to the public. The goal behind creating the clinic was to
make healthcare more accessible to parents, many ofwhorm are single mothers. They can now receive
setvices conveniently and without the cost associated with & typical doctor's office vigit, Witt hopes that the
convenience ofthe clinic will encourace parents to make healtheare a priority in their reqular rautine.

‘Wit was nominated forthe Cherokee Inspired Comfort Award by her colleague at the University of Missouri —
Kansas City, Kit Smith. Says Srith, "The sacrifice and strenath of commitment needed to see this project to
fruition could only came fram the heard, and was all the mare inspiring with Jacki as its source"

Besides teaching full-time and volunteering at the Helen Gragg Adult Clinic, Witt also devotes her time and
her ahilities to working in the Clay County Health Center Warmen's Health Programm; the Obstetrics and
Gynecalooy Unit at Truman Medical Center, a safety net hospital in Kansas City; and the Kansas City Frae
Health Clinic,

" receive 50 much more than | oive to the wormen | serve." said Witt, "l look forward to going to waork because
Lknowy | will learn something new about a medical problem, about & patient or about rvself every day”

Az & Grand Prize Winnerin the award's Advanced Practice Murse category, Witt receives an all-expense-paid
cruise for two to the Cayrnan Islands, a crvstal award and & wardrobe of Cherokes healthcare apparel. She
alzowill appear in the nationally distributed Cherokee Ingpired Cormfort Avward 2007 calendar,

Since the Cherokee Inspired Comfart Award was established in 2003, more than 4,200 healthcare
professionals have heen nominated in the Registered Murse, Advanced Practice Murse, Licensed Practical
MNurseilicensed Vocational Murse, Student Murse and Man-Physician Healthcare Professional catecaries. A
panel of nursing professionals and Cherokee represertatives evaluates nominations and grants the
Fwards.

Ear every nomination, Cherokee Uniforms donated $1 to Murses House, a national fund that provides short-
term financial assistance to reqistered nurses facing serious hardship, Since 2005, Cherokee has donated
$2,200. Proceeds from Cherokee Uniforms products support healthcare professionals through initiatives
such as the Cherokee Inspired Cornfort Award, an annual calendar and the A Rurse LA Film and
Schalarship Program. Cherokee Uniforms will be accepting nominations for the 2007 Cherokee Inspired
Comfort Avard beginning March 1, 2007 through hiay 31, 2007, Far further information on the award, please
wigit wiew Cherokeelniforms corm.
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